
Abstract
The summit was organized in Berlin from October 12 to 14, and it featured over 4,000 delegates from 140 countries with the objectives 
of discussing numerous critical global health challenges. The overall theme for the summit was «Taking Responsibility for Health in a 
Fragmenting World,» which is quite befitting the times we are living in of global uncertainty and growing intolerance. This report aims to 
summarize and highlight the summit’s key outcomes comprising landmark financial commitments, institutional initiatives that indicate a 
revived focus on equitable health governance and cross sectoral collaboration. This also throws particular light on India’s emerging role.
Keywords: Global Health Governance, Cross-Sectoral Collaboration, India’s Emerging Role.

World Health Summit 2025- Taking Responsibility for Health 
in a Fragmenting World
Vibhu Tripathi*

EVENT SUMMARY

© The Scientific Temper. 2025
Received: 04/10/2025				    Accepted: 29/10/2025	 Published: 22/11/2025

Managing Director, PNT Scientific Temper Private Limited, India.
*Corresponding Author: Vibhu Tripathi, Managing Director, 
PNT Scientific Temper Private Limited, India, E-Mail: managing.
director@scientifictemper.com
How to cite this article: Tripathi, V. (2025). World Health Summit 
2025- Taking Responsibility for Health in a Fragmenting World. 
The Scientific Temper, 16(11):4984-4986.
Doi: 10.58414/SCIENTIFICTEMPER.2025.16.11.01
Source of support: Nil

Conflict of interest: None.

Introduction
The ever rising chaos and complexity of current global health 
challenges i.e pandemic preparedness, climate-driven 
health crises, NCD burdens, and unequal access to health 
care, is occurring whilst eroding multilateral cooperation 
and geopolitical fragmentation. The World Health Summit 
2025 addressed this issue by considering health systems 
and governance reforms as a foundation to global stability 
and equity. The focus of the summit on institutional 
transformation, and commitments at the level of practice, 
underlined a commitment to changing actionable policy 
frameworks with evidence based conversations backed by 
necessary financial pledges which shall have the capability 
of  advancing equal access to health care across the globe 
and especially towards the most marginalized.

Summit Overview 
The WHS 2025 deliberated  around six interrelated global 
health priorities. Transforming Global Health Architecture 
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discussed divide and stratification in governance structures 
all over world and the need for more inclusiveness and 
transparency in international health coordination. Reducing 
Noncommunicable Disease Burden highlighted that 
during the epidemiological transition, which is reflected 
in the just-launched Global Burden of Disease Study 2023, 
cardiovascular disease, cancer, diabetes, and mental health 
conditions now account for the top contributors to disease 
burden globally.  A new useful  health research tool that is 
Artificial Intelligence was recognized for its importance for 
accelerating the discovery of drugs to precision medicine 
and public health surveillance. Climate in Crisis, Health at 
Risk necessitated climate adaptation as a top most  priority of 
the health systems. Peace and Health recognized healthcare 
infrastructure protection during the course of conflicts as 
vital to human security. Importantly at last, Women’s and 
Children’s Health underlined the longstanding, chronic and 
systemic barriers to equitable access and the associated  
economic returns on targeted investment in women’s 
health.

Major Commitments and Institutional Initiatives
Germany committed  €1 billion to the Global Fund to Fight 
AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, it represents the summit’s 
most important financial pledge, making Germany a leading 
European donor and reinforcing that infectious disease 
control will  strengthen health systems and pandemic 
preparedness. This pledge was joined by promises from 
many other nations like Australia, Denmark, Luxembourg, 
Norway, Portugal, Spain, and Switzerland in support of the 
cause.
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The formal go ahead of the Global Burden of Disease Study 
2023, a joint effort involving more than 17,000 researchers 
spanning across 167 countries, provides evidence for  major 
epidemiological transitions. While global life expectancy has 
been increasing over the years, the study also revealed the 
rising mortality among youngsters  and rapidly widening 
health accessibility . The data showed that NCD, injuries, and 
most importantly, mental health conditions have surpassed 
communicable and neonatal diseases as main contributors 
to the health burden of the world, making it a necessity 
to fundamentally restructure and reorganize the health 
investment priority and strategy.

The Global Preparedness Monitoring Board (GPMB) 
presented its 2025 report, proposing establishment 
of a Global Pandemic Risk Observatory, a coordinated 
collaborative international machinery which shall focus 
to consolidate, organize  and align the pandemic risk 
analyses, which will in turn help the governments as 
well as intergovernmental bodies to prevent and better 
manage pandemics to come by  providing policymakers 
with timely and evidence-backed insights. The GPMB 
also  outlined three foundational recommendations, 
which are-to  strengthen the primary health care systems 
and protect health workforce (Care), build real-time risk 
monitoring systems (Measure), and ratify and finance the 
WHO Pandemic Agreement (Cooperate).

Also, the Global Health Policy Lab revealed their  plans 
to make a digital repository combining evidence-based 
research with policy making across all governance levels, 
taking into the consideration the ever persistent disconnect 
between scientific health research and policymaking, 
hoping to save lives by averting mismanagement and 
lack of informed planning. Germany contributed another  
€100 million to the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness 
Innovations (CEPI) which further reinforced its  commitment 
to enhancing and speeding up the vaccine development 
timeline  and consolidating  the pandemic preparedness 
infrastructure, to be better prepared the next time the world 
faces a global crisis. 

Day-by-Day Proceedings and Key Sessions
Day 1 set the ambitious agenda for the summit with opening 
financial pledges by Germany and the launch of the Global 
Burden of Disease Study 2023. The session «From Data to 
Discovery: AI’s Transformative Role in Health Research» 
spotlighted India’s Aarogya Setu platform and the UK’s 
Genomics England initiative as exemplary national-scale AI 
applications in health.
Day 2 underscored that health is a political choice and 
bedrock of resilience. The launch of the report by GPMB, 
combined with the presentation of the Gallup State of 
the World’s Emotional Health 2025 report, demonstrated 
existing correlations  between peace, emotional well-
being, and health outcomes. A keynote address on NCDs 

brought Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus together with 
Nina Warken, Germany’s Minister of Health, and CEOs of the 
Union for International Cancer Control and Gavi, the Vaccine 
Alliance, emphasizing upon the need that cross-sector 
collaboration cannot be a mere afterthought any more at 
this juncture of human history.
Day 3 focused  upon the  peace and health linkages and 
the returns on women’s health investment. Sessions 
featured health ministers from Indonesia, Sierra Leone, and 
Ukraine. They demonstrated the  practical applications of 
health system resilience in conflict contexts. The keynote 
«Women’s Health – Global Wealth» underscored  the severe, 
longstanding, and chronically underfunded women’s 
and girls’ health policies and infrastructure; it  called for 
increasing  investment as a pivotal force  of socio-economic 
growth and development.

India’s Emerging Role
India, with its growing prominence in the global health 
discourse, reflected its expanding influence in global health 
governance. Prof. Balvir S. Tomar, serving as International 
President for the WHS Regional Meeting 2025, organized 
in New Delhi earlier this year posited India’s digital health 
innovations and community-centered models as examples 
of equitable healthcare access.

The first-ever World Health Summit Regional Meeting in 
New Delhi from April 25 to 27, 2025, saw the participation 
of over 5,000 delegates from 54 countries in around 160 
sessions, with 49.65% women participation and 35% youth 
representation. The Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan 
Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY) was demonstrated as a landmark 
community based health protection initiative, offering 
₹5 lakh of annual health insurance to almost 500 million 
people. The Aarogya Setu platform, which emerged from the 
comprehensive digital health architecture built for COVID-
19 contact tracing, now enables the creation of Ayushman 
Bharat Health Accounts, integration of longitudinal health 
records, and easy access to healthcare providers.

India’s positioning to host the Second WHO Global 
Summit on Traditional Medicine (December 2025) 
further emphasized its important position as a leader 
in disseminating  traditional knowledge systems with 
contemporary health science, advancing India’s pledge to 
holistic and pluralistic health system stances.

Key Takeaways 
The summit set a series of imperatives for future action in 
global health. First, the reform of global health infrastructure 
requires increased inclusiveness, transparency, and 
resilience mechanisms functioning within a multipolar 
geopolitical context. Second, integrated noncommunicable 
disease approaches go beyond sectoral limits and 
connect health promotion to education, environmental 
policy, and community engagement. Third, climate and 
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health integration recognizes climate change and health 
as inseparable phenomena; it is important that climate 
adaptation strategies are anchored within health system 
strengthening. Fourth, responsible artificial intelligence 
deployment demands explicit attention to privacy, 
equity, and contextual appropriateness in order not to 
deepen health disparities. Finally, converting pledges  into 
action needs that international forums catalyze tangible 
commitments creating concrete implementation pathways.

Conclusion
At this juncture of human history, where the possibilities 
of human growth and development aided by the rapid 
technological advancements and scientific breakthroughs 
should have been at its zenith, it unfortunately is nowhere 
its desired potential. Hampered by systemic inefficiencies, 
rising stratification, polarisation arising from politics and 
governmental complacencies.  The World Health Summit 
2025 is a turning point in global health governance, 
assembling unparalleled knowledge to tackle these 
intertwined health challenges. The new imperatives laid by 
the summit and the core values propagated in it of equitable 
and inclusive healthcare access, focus on mental health and 
inter sectoral intergovernmental coordination marks a new 
dawn of global health care.  India’s leading role through 
the presidency of Prof. Tomar in the successful New Delhi 
Regional Meeting, this summit posited India with its billion 
scale digital health innovations, comprehensive social health 
programs, and commitment to equity as a vital voice in 
shaping future global health trajectories. 
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