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Effective strategies in English language teaching: Enhancing
writing proficiency among learners
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Abstract

Examining effective English language teaching (ELT) strategies for enhancing the writing abilities of English Language learners (ELLs) is
the focus of this research. Although writing is a crucial ability for language learners, a lot of students have trouble coming up with original,
well-organized writing. The research examines the effects of several pedagogical approaches on students'writing skills, including process
writing, peer review, and the use of technology. The study highlights the need for scaffolded support and individualized instruction
in addressing diverse learning requirements through the use of a mixed-methods approach that incorporates student assessments,
instructor interviews, and classroom observations. In order to boost students’ confidence and writing abilities, the findings stress the
need to create a secure learning environment, promote collaboration, and use state-of-the-art tools. By providing educators with
actionable guidance on how to use targeted strategies in various contexts, this study contributes to the growing body of ELT expertise.

Keywords: English language teaching (ELT), Writing proficiency, English language learners, Process writing, Differentiated instruction,

Peer feedback, Technology integration, Scaffolded learning

Introduction

Because language is so important in human connections,
communication has changed significantly in the twenty-first
century. We are able to express our most profound feelings,
thoughts, convictions, viewpoints, and passions through
language. For society to operate, people must acquire and
become proficient in a language in order to communicate
with others. Fluency in the target language is necessary for
effective communication, which is based on the ability to
express ideas clearly. Similar days, success in a wide range of
different industries depends on similar abilities. According
to the saying, “Practice makes perfect,” many people wish
to enhance their language proficiency by practice. Higher
degrees of skill, expertise, and leadership in any endeavor
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are attained by consistent practice. To develop a good
command of the language, language learners should thus
place a high priority on consistent practice.

Because of the language’s intricate structure, vocabulary,
semantics, and syntax, learning a new language can be
difficult, especially at first (Alsubaie, A., & Madini, A. A., 2018).
While some children glide through it, others have a really
difficult time. Gaining proficiency in this mixed-method
learning approach requires a lot of work. A language is
necessary for efficient communication, which is necessary
for meaningful engagement. Consistent practice leads to
the capacity to persuade and communicate successfully in
alanguage. One has to speak and write the target language
fluently in order to communicate effectively. Therefore, if
language learners wish to improve their communication
skills, they should concentrate on developing these talents.

The globe has shrunk to the size of a global village as
a result of globalization, which has made it possible for
governments, regions, and nations to communicate with
one another. It would be challenging to become proficient
in all of the languages spoken around the world. Speaking
the same language is therefore crucial for cross-border
communication. English has become a contemporary lingua
franca due to its extensive usage and official status in many
nations. Proficiency in English is essential for success in both
life and the workplace. Students must practice the language’s
foundational abilities in order to become proficient in English.
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All four language acquisition skills speaking, listening,
reading, and writing (LSRW) should be mastered by students.
If someone is serious about learning a second or foreign
language, they shouldn’t ignore any of these abilities. These
four skills fall into one of two categories: productive (active) or
receptive (passive). Receptive skills are the capacity to absorb
and process information without the use of words. Reading
and listening are two ways that students can do this (Allison,
B.N., & Rehm, M. L., 2011).

On the other hand, as pupils practice their speaking
and writing abilities, they must actively produce words.
Additionally, speaking and writing are more obvious,
closely watched activities that prioritize precision. Speaking
one’s own tongue may seem more natural, yet speaking
a second or foreign language significantly widens the
communication gap. The English language learning process
is no exception. Since many of their pupils struggle to learn
the required English, teachers should try harder to get their
children enrolled in English Language Learning programs.
Additionally, by using the internet, students may improve,
polish, and become proficient in English.

Students must practice all four of these abilities in order
to become proficient in English. One’s linguistic abilities will
suffer if any of these abilities are lacking. For most children,
listening is one of the earliest skills they are taught. “To pay
attention to somebody/something that you can hear” is how
Hornby (2005) defines listening. However, a lot of English
Language Learners experience pressure to comprehend
every word, which may hinder their ability to assimilate
spoken knowledge. They should concentrate on the essential
topic and disregard unimportant details. An essential ability
for English language learners to practice when listening
is understanding spoken information through the use of
situational context, visual clues, and speakers. Teachers
should encourage their students to practice listening to
English sounds using a range of ways so that they can
guarantee that they pronounce words correctly. Because
they like listening to conversations, lectures, and discussions,
learners often employ listening (Bolos, N., 2012). Students
progressively learn more languages as their comprehension
of spoken language improves. Therefore, English teachers
should employ a variety of strategies to help their English
Language Learners improve their listening skills in a variety
of contexts.

One of the hardest parts of learning English is speaking,
which calls for quick reactions. A strong command of
grammar rules and a large vocabulary are essential for
effective communication. Spoken language changes
language from a script by turning it into a tool for
comprehending and expressing ideas. English language
learners may enhance their speaking abilities by taking part
in group activities and practicing speaking both inside and
outside of the classroom. Because regular practice greatly

improves speaking skills, teachers should assign students
to work in pairs or small groups and give them plenty of
opportunities to speak in class. Speaking is utilised for
communication twice as frequently as reading and writing,
according to Rivers. It takes a lot longer to talk than to
read or write. English teachers must thus employ a variety
of techniques in order to concentrate on assisting ELLs in
improving their speaking skills.

Since English is their primary language of instruction,
reading is a crucial receptive skill for English language
learners. Reading enhances one’s writing, grammar,
vocabulary, and spelling. Students who read a lot internalize
sentence patterns, which makes it easier for them to use
such forms in their writing. Skimming and scanning are
two effective reading strategies that help students quickly
understand the idea and draw conclusions (Bowers, E., Fitts,
S., Quirk, M., & Jung, W., 2010). Additionally, reading exposes
them to diverse languages, fresh terminology, and original
literature. Reading quickly might improve your writing and
speaking skills. Teachers should encourage students to read
textbooks, periodicals, newspapers, and journals since they
are excellent reading resources. Since reading is a talent that
never truly goes away, English teachers must use a variety
of techniques to help English language learners become
better readers.

Of the four language skills, writing is the most intricate
and effective. ELLs should be cautious not to exclude any
relevant details while writing about themselves. English is a
difficult language to write in because of its intricate grammar
and vocabulary. Writing is made considerably more difficult
by variations in spelling and pronunciation. When writing
paragraphs, cohesion and structure are essential. To help
students develop their writing skills, teachers can facilitate
group activities that guarantee students are involved and
provide excellent work. Teachers should aid students who
are having trouble writing in English and teach them writing
techniques so they may improve as writers and write more
effectively.

Review of Literature

Damanhouri, M. (2021), The effectiveness of scaffolding as a
teaching strategy in enhancing English language learners’
motivation in writing: A case study. In this study, we use
Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory to question whether or
not scaffolding instruction may inspire 25 ESL students to
write more. All of the participants were around the same
age and had similar levels of education; they all filled out
a questionnaire to find out what their writing struggles
were. They worked in couples and were given three
writing assignments to complete under the instructor’s
supervision. Most people who took part in the activities had
positive emotions and thought that both symmetrical and
asymmetrical scaffolding methods were helpful.



3969 Effective ELT strategies: Enhancing learners’ writing proficiency

Perumal, K., & Ajit, I. (2020), enhancing writing skills: A
review. English is taught in primary schools in India, although
many students struggle with both writing and speaking the
language. The ability to put thoughts on paper is crucial,
although not even native English speakers are immune to
the challenge. Research on how to help English language
learners become better writers is the focus of this essay.
Getting kids excited about writing and helping them form a
positive attitude about the subject are two of the main goals.

Elkot, M. A., & Ali, R. (2020), enhancing self-regulated
learning strategy via handheld devices forimproving English
writing skills and motivation. The effect of alearning app on
the motivation and writing skills of students participating in
intensive English language preparation programs was the
focus of this study. Among the forty students, twenty served
as controls and twenty as experimental groups. Information
was gathered through interviews, motivation evaluations,
and pre- and post-tests. The experimental group showed
significant improvements in attitude, motivation, and
writing ability, while the control group showed no such
improvements. Findings suggest that self-reqgulated learning
strategies can boost intrinsic motivation and academic
performance in English composition.

Defining Writing: A Comprehensive Overview
According to Crystal (2006: 257), “writing is a method of
communication that uses a system of visual marks made on
some kind of surface.” This kind of communication is visual.
Moreover, writing “is merely a way of recording language
by means of visible marks,” not language itself, according
to Bloomfield (quoted in Crystal, 1994: 178). Additionally,
Olshtain (1991: 235) asserts that “writing as a communicative
activity needs to be encouraged and nurtured” throughouta
language learner’s academic journey. Richards and Schmidt
(2002) write that “writing is viewed as a result of complex
processes of planning, draughting, reviewing, and revising.”

Writing a piece of writing involves a number of complex
steps, the result of which is the final document. It is
possible to create words, phrases, paragraphs, and essays
by employing conventions to organize visual symbols.
As a grocery list would show, writing is therefore more
than simply listing words (Cole, J., & Feng, J., 2015). As said
earlier, “This shopping list tells us something about the
writing process, even though it may not seem to provide
an example of sophisticated writing.” Words and phrases
that are rationally and coherently structured to deliver the
desired subject should finish a literary work. As stated by
Bailey (2003: 1), “Students at schools (and universities) must
master the academic writing needed for writing essays,
paragraphs, or other assignments for exams.”

Writing: The Most Challenging Skill for English
Language Learners

The most challenging and intricate skill for English Language
Learners to acquire is writing. “To write so that one is really

communicating a message isolated in place and time is an
art that requires consciously directed effort and deliberate
change in language,” claim Rivers and Temperley (1979:
263, Cited in Azzioui, 2009). Because writing is inherently
complexand demanding, ELLs need precise and consistent
instruction to develop their writing abilities effectively. To
help students become better writers, this instruction has to
emphasize purposeful practice and conscious effort.

Understanding the Nature of Writing

According to Crystal (2006: 257), “writing is a method of
communication that uses a system of visual marks made
on some kind of surface.” This kind of communication is
visual. The intricate task of writing necessitates proficiency
at several language levels, such as conversational,
morphological, syntactic, semantic, and pragmatic. Since
writing necessitates a vast vocabulary, complex grammatical
structures, and familiarity with several linguistic systems, it
is a crucial measure of language proficiency compared to
speaking (Kawinkoonlasate, P., 2021). Writing is a productive
skill that aims to effectively convey concepts and contextual
meanings. By communicating information in a precise,
understandable, and unambiguous way, the writer hopes to
make sure that readers can quickly understand the material.
Your writing must be straightforward and easy for the reader
to grasp.

Key Characteristics of Effective Writing

Since writing is a complex skill, ELLs must acquire a variety of
skills in order to write to the best of their ability. Prioritizing
the development of a solid foundation in grammar and
vocabulary should come first for students. If English
language learners possess a sufficient vocabulary and a
firm understanding of basic grammatical principles, they
are confident enough to begin writing in the language. It
is essential to have instructors who can show their pupils
how to put together well-written phrases into cohesive
paragraphs. Starting with simple, engaging topics may help
children’s writing skills develop steadily.

Assume they wish to develop their English language
learners’ writing skills. If so, educators should start children
off correctly by teaching them the fundamentals of effective
writing at an early age. Coherence, clarity, and accurate
organization are characteristics of good communicators
(Khansir, A. A., Dehkordi, F. G., & Mirzaei, M., 2021). Teachers
may assist ELLs in developing a solid writing foundation by
including these ideas in the writing process from the outset.
As they progress, it will be much simpler for them to hone
their skills. If English language learners are to establish good
and productive writing habits, teachers must inculcate these
qualities in them from an early age. Some of the qualities
that make for good writing are listed below.

» Interesting and current topics
* Rich and appropriate vocabulary



The Scientific Temper. Vol. 16, No. 3

Raval and Goswami 3970

* Variety of grammatical structures

* Use of simple and easy language

« Right usage of punctuation

« A continuous flow of thoughts

+ Link ideas coherently

« Adapt writing suitable to the readers

Engage readers

When working with students who are still developing
their English language skills, teachers of writing to ELLs
should prioritize selecting engaging and appropriate
subjects. Teachers should consider the interests and needs
of the pupils when choosing writing prompts. Keeping
up with the news and magazines can help students relate
to and understand the concepts being taught. Talking to
students about real-life issues is a great way for teachers
to get them invested in the material and encourage them
to read on their own time outside of class. Before assigning
writing tasks, teachers should engage in conversation with
students to gauge their interests and level of understanding
of the topics.

In addition, students need guidance from teachers when
deciding on appropriate vocabulary to use in their written
work. Proper English usage in different contexts should be
demonstrated in the classroom. Students require guidance
in choosing clear and meaningful language because
different words serve various purposes (Moughamian, A.
C., Rivera, M. O., & Francis, D. J., 2009). Suppose you want
your writing to be effective. In that case, you should utilize
intriguing, uncomplicated language and find synonyms
for phrases you use frequently. Emphasizing a rich and
appropriate vocabulary for writing can help ELLs improve
the quality and impact of their writing.

Improving the efficacy of writing by English Language
Learners relies heavily on their proper selection and
application of grammatical structures. English language
learners (ELLs) should focus on employing a variety of
structures rather than just one or two because there is
a huge diversity of grammatical forms in English writing
(Mehrpouyan, A., 2023). This can be helped if teachers
provide their pupils with practical exercises and lessons on
different grammatical constructs. Applying these patternsin
other contexts allows students to comprehend them better
and enhances their writing abilities.

Correct punctuation, in addition to adhering to
grammatical rules, is essential for clear and effective writing.
Punctuation has a major effect on how easy and clear a
text is to read and understand. Spelling and punctuation
errors can lead readers astray and obscure the author’s
meaning. Teachers need to demonstrate to their students
how a single incorrect punctuation mark can completely
alter the definition of a phrase. English Language Learners
need individualized instruction on punctuation standards
and ample practice using them in their writing if they are

to achieve clarity and correctness.

Writing about a continuous flow of ideas and staying
on topic is crucial for ELLs. Students can work on their
paragraph organization skills by outlining the topic’s
key points and then discussing each one in-depth inside
the same paragraph. Readers will have an easier time
understanding and following the material if the ideas are
organized in this way (Okasha, M. A., & Hamdi, S. A., 2014).
Teachers can help students enhance their readability by
stressing the need for a natural flow in writing.

To write well, you must be able to connect ideas
coherently. Students are expected to not only generate ideas
but also to organize and convey them coherently. To achieve
this goal, English Language Learners need extensive reading
and writing practice. It is the responsibility of educators
to instruct students in the art of effective sentence and
paragraph organization through the use of connecting
words. If you want your work to be understood and have
its desired effect, make sure it is well-structured. Teachers
should prioritize instructing students on the proper use
of connecting devices to enhance the coherence of their
English writing.

Communication that is both effective and easy to
understand is crucial. Texts produced in simple English are
more likely to hold the attention of readers than those using
a very technical or advanced vocabulary. Students of English
as a second language ELL should make it a priority to write
in a style thatis accessible and uplifting to a large audience.
Teachers should encourage their students to use simple
language in order to make their writing more appealing and
easier to read. Teachers can help English Language Learners
create engaging and accessible writing by providing support
for these activities.

In order to make their writing more effective for their
intended audience, ELLs must adapt their work. Without
engaging and connecting with readers, the text becomes
meaningless. Teachers should, therefore, instruct their
students in a variety of approaches that can capture and
maintain the interest of readers. Understanding the needs
and interests of the intended readers and tailoring the
content accordingly is part of this process. Suppose English
language learners focus on what makes readers want to read
more. In that case, their writing may reach a wider audience
and gain more recognition. Teachers have a responsibility
to guide their students in meeting the needs of readers and
viewers with their work.

Captivating the reader’s interest is a key part of excellent
writing. To help their readers understand and retain the
material, ELLs should adopt tactics that cater to their
interests. Byrne (2000) points out that “Conscious effort must
be made to equip language learners with writing skills which
will enable them to organize their ideas so that a reader who
is not present and even known to them can understand.”
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Ensuring all grammar is right and communicating in simple,
basic terms are part of this. Teaching English Language
Learners to prioritize readability and relevance in their
writing might help them engage their audience more
effectively.

Rivers 1968 defines writing as “the expression of ideas
in a systematic way to organize the graphic conventions
of the language,” with the aim of using a sophisticated,
literary style to express ideas (Shehu, H., & Tafida, A. G,,
2015). Olshtain argues that writing is an important means of
communication that should be supported during a child’s
language development Celce, 2001. Raimes 1983 argues that
writing not only helps with communicating but also with
reinforcing vocabulary, idioms, and grammatical structures.
As a result, reinforcing language skills through instruction
in writing is a unique and vital endeavor.

Conclusion

The findings of the study indicate that in order to improve
the writing abilities of English language learners (ELLs),
it is necessary to implement a multimodal approach that
includes approaches that are interactive and focused
on the learner. For the purpose of supporting English
language learners in becoming better writers, it has been
demonstrated that technology, writing workshops, and peer
review are all effective tools. The promotion of active student
engagement and the provision of several opportunities for
interaction and feedback are two important instructional
techniques that contribute to the development of writing
talents.

Students are able to critically and constructively examine
the work of their peers through the use of a process known
as peer review, which is an interactive method. Writing,
reading comprehension, and critical thinking are all abilities
that may be improved via participation in this activity. It
does this by introducing children to different points of
view and writing styles. Students participate in a writing
workshop together in order to get a deeper understanding
of these topics. During this workshop, they present their
work, receive constructive critique, and discuss the many
structures and methods involved in writing.

The utilization of technology in writing sessions provides
students of the English language with access to a greater
variety of resources and help. The amount of writing samples
and courses that are readily available, the quickness with
which feedback is provided, and the interactive exercises
that are made possible by digital tools and platforms have
all contributed to the fact that writing has never been easier.
One of the most significant advantages of technology is that
it also has the ability to deliver individualized educational
experiences. This gives pupils the opportunity to focus on
the areas in which they struggle the most and to learn at
their own pace.

The findings of the study indicate that it is of utmost
importance to provide students of English with specialist
education that takes into account the various cultural and
linguistic backgrounds that they come from. The results
of classroom instruction can be considerably improved
by tailoring classes to the specific requirements of each
individual student. Using a curriculum that is culturally
responsive, which acknowledges and appreciates the
students’ native languages and cultural experiences, can
help teachers make learning more exciting and relevant to
the students’ lives.
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