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ABSTRACT

Ethnobotany is the study of the interactions and relationships
between plants and people over time and space. If plants did not exist, human
life would not be possible. The present study is an attempt to explore the
traditional indigenous knowledge of the local rural people from Banasthali
region located in district of Tonk Rajasthan state. The study explored 44
plants species belonging to 29 families and 41 genera used to prepare various
remedies and their modes of preparations are decoction, juice, extract, and
powder. The information regarding their use was collected from local rural
people through semi structured interviews. A total of 60 key informants
(women 65% and men 35%) were consulted and interviewed to collect the
information. Plants were grouped under 12 categories of aliments and
informant’s consensus factor about usage of medicinal plants ranges from
0.72 to 0.97 with an average value of 0.91. The study reveals that 16 plant
species show high fidelity level. These results will contribute to prepare
further advance research in medicines.
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INTRODUCTION
The term ethnobotany was first given by
Harshberger in 1985. It has been often interpreted
synonymous with economic botany or  with
traditional medicine. Ethnobotany deals with direct,
traditional and natural relationship between human
societies and plants (Katewa, 2009; Khan et al.,
2014). It has been recognised as a multi-disciplinary
science comprising many interesting and useful
aspects of plant science (Jain, 1995).
Ethnobotanical knowledge is very ancient in India.
It can be defined as the total natural and traditional
relationship and the interaction between man and
his surrounding plant wealth (Katewa and Jain,
2006). The utilization of plants for medicinal
purpose in India has been documented long back in
ancient literature because they are essential for
human survival. Since time immemorial Indians are
using medicinal plants to cure specific ailments. The
indigenous system of medicine, namely Ayurvedic,
Siddha and Unani has been in existence and use
since last 3000-5000 years (Choudhery et al., 2008;
Jain et al., 2005; Kulkarni and Ansari, 2004; Meena
and Yadav, 2010). The basic strengths of Indian
indigenous system of medicine are therapeutic,
restorative and remedial approaches of health
(Meena and Yadav, 2010; Sebstain and Bhandari,

1998; Singh, 1997). They are mostly plant based
and comprise over 8000 medicinal plants species.
In India about 1.5 million practitioners of Indian
system of medicine use around 25000 effective plant
based formulation. According to all Indian co
ordinate project 40% of 16000 recorded flowering
plants in India has ethno medicinal value, whereas
only 10% of these are used in drug and
pharmaceutical industries (Sharma, 2012).  The
essential importance of these medicinal plants can
very well prove as a potential source of new drugs.
Some noteworthy contribution about traditional
medicinal property of plants has revealed in this
study.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
1. Study area
Banasthali (Tonk district) region (26.41°N and
75.87°E) is located in Southeast part of Rajasthan
state. It is located 72 km south west of the capital of
Rajasthan state Jaipur. Banasthali is 6.1 km distance
from its main town Newai. In the 2011 Indian census
Banasthali had a rural population of 12835 out of
which males constitute 31% and females 69% of
the population. The climate of Banasthali is semi
arid. The mercury touches 45oC- 47oC in summer
and drops to nearly freezing point during in the
winter night. The average rainfall ranges between

Figure 1 Location map of Banasthali region in Tonk district of Rajasthan.
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450 mm-560 mm. The soil of this region is sandy
loam to sandy clay and contains high pH value. The
area is rural in nature and majority of the population
is illiterate. Banasthali harbours a variety of plants,
which are very effectively used by rural people and
they are also relying on medicinal plant of the region
for the treatment of various diseases.

2. Data collection
In order to utilize ethnobotanical knowledge, survey
was carried out during the year of July 2011-Sep
2012. Plants species were collected during their
flowering and fruiting seasons and photographed.
During the field survey, detailed information
regarding the use of selected plants was collected
from the local rural people of Banasthali region. A
Total of 60 key informants (39 women and 21 men)
were consulted and interviewed to collect the
information. The data were gathered by personal
interview and cross checked at different places
among various rural people. Semi-structured
interview were taken from medicine-men, men and
women, village headman, priest, vaidhya and other
rural community leaders from Banasthali. Detail of
gender, age groups, education and profession of
informants were specified in table 1.

Table 1 Detail of informants interviewed in
Banasthali region, Tonk district of Rajasthan.

Total %age
Gender
Male 21 35
Female 39 65
Age Groups
20-29 2 8.3
30-39 8 13.3
40-49 7 11.6
50-59 12 20
60-69 18 30
70-79 13 21.6
Education
Illiterate 25 41.6
Primary 16 26.6
Middle 12 20
Secondary 4 6.6
University 3 5

Profession
Female
House wives 15 38.46
Labors 24 61.53
Male
Shopkeepers 4 19.44
Farmers 6 28.57
Labors 9 42.85
Teachers 2 9.52

The specimens of the medicinal plants
were collected, identified, dried and prepared
herbarium (Jain, 1997; Bhandari, 1998). The
herbarium of specimens has been deposited in the
herbarium of Banasthali University, Tonk Rajasthan.
Data analysis

Informant consensus Factor (Fic) for different
ailment categories was calculated for testing
homogeneity or reliability of the informant’s
knowledge about a particular remedy for a particular
ailment (Heinrich, 1998).

Informant’s consensus factor can be calculated
by following formula:

Fic =   (NUr-NTaxa) / (NUr-1)
Where NUr = No. of use reports of

informants for a particular illness category
NTaxa = No. of species used by all informants

for a particular illness
The Fidelity is the index which ranks the

priority of the plants mentioned by the informants
to treat various diseases.

Fidelity can be calculated by following
formula:

FL = Np/N × 100
Where  Np = No.of informants that mention

the specific plant species used to certain ailments
 N = Total no. of informants

RESULTS & DISCUSSION
According to this study, a total of 44 plants

species belong to 29 families and 41genera are
found to be common throughout study area, covered
trees, herbs, twiners, and shrubs. Plant as a whole
or plant part such as leaves, bark, root, fruit, pulp,
latex and flower etc. are used for various purposes.
In this study, table 2 reported botanical name,
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vernacular name, family, part used and their
frequency of occurrence of the plants species and
their possible medicinal uses. These plants species
are being used for various ailments such as fever,
ulcer, cold and cough, toothache, sexual problems,
antidote, urinary problems, skin care, intestinal
problems, memory power, physical power,
constipation, skin disease like wound, boils,
sunstroke, cut, injury, arthritis, blood purification,
jaundice, bone fracture, leucoderma, dysentery and
tuberculosis. Mode of preparation of remedy is
decoction, paste, juice, powder, extract are found
among the rural communities. In the study, Fig. 2 is
showing no. of plants out of 29 families. Some plants
species like Achyranthus aspera, Amaranthus
spinosus, Acacia nilotica, Calotropis procera,
Cascia fistula, Chlorophytum tuberosum, Datura
innoxia, Euphorbia hirta, Pedalium murex,
Prosopis cineraria, Tribulus terrestris, Ziziphus
mauritiana and Withania somnifera are important
species for their domestic uses.

To obtain credibility, scientific studies that
utilize traditional knowledge must be reliable. In

ethnobotanical studies, consensus analysis provides
a measure of reliability for any given claim
providing reliable evidence. The product of Fic
ranges from 0 to 1. High value of Fic indicates the
agreement of selection of taxa between informants,
whereas a low value indicates disagreement
(Ragupathy, 2008). Recently consensus analysis has
been used as an important tool for the analysis of
ethnobotanical data (Kumar, 2012; Kim and Song,
2011; Mahomoodally, 2014). In the study area, the
informants consensus about usages of medicinal
plants ranges from 0.72 to 0.97 with an average
value of 0.91 (Table 3), which shows high level of
agreements among the informants. Fic also shown a
high value of consensus for urenogenital (0.97) and
respiratory (0.96) aliments, which were followed
by gastrointestinal and fever (0.95 each). The high
level of consensus among the informants about the
usages of medicinal plants for the treatment or
prevention of various diseases and ailments
prevalent in the study area suggests that the
ethnobotanical uses plants are currently in practice
in the study area.

Fig. 2 No. of plants of medicinal plant families in Banasthali region.
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Table 3 Categories of ailments and informant’s consensus factor (Fic) for each category.
Aliments Category Diseases NTaxa NUr Fic

[A] Dermatological Disorders Eczema, Leprosy, Sores, Skin rushes, Acne, Hair 16 185 0.92
       and cosmetics  Problems, Sunstroke, Baldness
[B] Gastrointestinal Disorders Stomach- ache, Constipation, Piles, Colic pain, 17 346 0.95

Cholera, Liver disorders, Diarrhoea, Mouth-ulcer,
Vomiting

[C] Respiratory Disorders Whooping cough, Asthma, Catarrh, Tuberculosis, 9 235 0.96
Bronchitis, Cough

[D] Fever Ordinary fever, Pneumonia, Malaria, Typhoid 9 176 0.95
[E] Urenogenital Problems Menstrual disorders, Sexual debility, 17 592 0.97

Leucorrhoea, Urinary tract Inflammation, Infertility
in women

[F] Ophthalmological Disorders Conjunctivitis, Inflammation 3 12 0.82
[G] Odontological Disorders Tooth Ache, tooth cleaning 4 12 0.72
[H] Skelto-muscular problems Rheumatism, Arthritis, Swellings 5 53 0.92
[I] Cardiovascular Disorders Heart Problems 2 36 0.97
[J] Mental Problems Migraine, Insomnia, Memory tonic, Stammering 7 95 0.94
[K]Antidote Snake venom, Scorpion Stings 5 23 0.81
[L] Other Diabetes, Kidney stone, Wounds, Dog bites, 10 148 0.94

Head ache
Informant’s consensus factor (Fic) = (NUr - NTaxa) / (NUr - 1)
NUr - Number of use report in particular aliment category
NTaxa - Number of taxa used to treat that particular category by information

Present study revealed medicinal plants having high
FLvalue. The study determined 4 plants species
(Acacia nilotica (L.)Willd. ex. Del, Achyranthes
aspera L., Azadirachta indica A. Juss. and Pedalium
murex L.) with a FL of 100% followed  by 12 plant
species (Argemone mexicana L., Boerhavia diffusa
L., Boerhavia diffusa L., Chenopodium album L.,
Corchorus aestuans L., Cyperus iria L., Datura
innoxia Mill., Eleusine indica (L.) Gaertn., Ficus
religiosa L., Lawsonia inermis L.,  Phoenix
sylvestris L., Tridax procumbens L.) with more than
50% and less than 100% (Table 4). High FL value
plants might be selected for further research.
The Indigenous knowledge on the use of medicinal
plants is also rapidly declining in India (Jain, 2005;
Sharma et al., 2005; Singh et al., 2012). There is an
urgent need for inventorying and documenting all
ethnobotanical information from local rural

communities. In India knowledge is passed from
one generation to next generation through songs and
poems. There is lack of written form of our
knowledge. Due to changing life style younger
generation tend to discard their valuable knowledge.
Hence wealth of our indigenous knowledge is
declining and in future it will be extinct (Uprety,
2010; Khan et al., 2003). Therefore efforts will be
done for documentation of traditional indigenous
ethnobotanical knowledge. The present study on
ethnobotanical uses of plants is documented for their
fascinating medicinal properties for various
ailments.
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Table 4 Fidelity level value of medicinal plants reported against a given aliment.
Name of the Ailments NP N FL value %
medicinal plant
Acacia nilotica (L.)Willd. ex. Del Dermatological 19 19 100
Achyranthes aspera L. Tooth ache 26 26 100
Argemone mexicana L. Rheumatism 18 19 94.7
Azadirachta indica A. Juss. Blood purifier 43 43 100
Boerhavia diffusa L. Cardiovascular 15 17 88.2
Boerhavia diffusa L. Antidote 7 10 70
Chenopodium album L. Hair problems 12 15 80
Corchorus aestuans L. leucorrhea 8 14 57.1
Cyperus iria L. Skeletomuscular 17 21 80.9
Datura innoxia Mill. Wounds 5 10 50
Eleusine indica (L.) Gaertn. Fever 26 30 86.6
Ficus religiosa L. Cough 7 11 63.6
Lawsonia inermis L. Jaundice 8 13 61.5
Pedalium murex L. Menstrual disorders 34 34 100
Phoenix sylvestris (L.) Roxb Eye diseases 18 22 81.8
Tridax procumbens L. Urinary infection 45 49 91.8

Np = No. of informants who mentioned the specific plant species used to cure ailments
 N = Total no. of informants

CONCLUSION
Present study reveal that the local traditional
knowledge of the rural community of Banasthali
area possessing fascinating knowledge of medicinal
properties of plants surroundings them. The
circumstances under which these people live-object
poverty, disease and hunger combined with their
natural curiosity towards their closest neighbour
(nature), plants in which they lived and wanted help
in reducing their woes and sorrows, must have been
the essential factor in preserving their knowledge
of plants and their usefulness to mankind. To reverse
these trends, we need to respect the wisdom of the
diverse approaches to nature that exist in every
society. During this study it was found that we shall
be lose our valuable treasure of tremendous
knowledge of medicinal properties of plants
surrounding us. There is an urgent need to preserve
the remaining treasure of traditional knowledge of
medicine. However, information on the uses of

indigenous plants for medicine is not well
documented from many rural areas of Rajasthan
including this study area. Therefore present study
highly recommended in this direction to document
this knowledge for future generation, further
exploitation for human welfare.
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